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Pennsylvania VA Center
hosts Welcome Home 
The Coatesville Veterans Affairs

Medical Center will host the 3rd
Annual Welcome Home Celebration
to honor veterans returning from the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
festivities for veterans and their
families will take place on Aug. 29
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Coatesville VA Medical Center’s
picnic pavilion and ball field area.  

The event will feature live enter-
tainment by local oldies band,
Threshold.  There will be plenty of
activities for children and adults
alike – pony rides by Pleasant Val-
ley Ranch, a hot air balloon experi-
ence by Aapex Sunrides, a magic
show by  magician, Kevin Joyce,
moon bounce, face-painting, swim-
ming and much more.  

Additionally, an Iraq War Veter-
an will address the crowd as part of
a special program that will begin at
11 a.m. A traditional picnic lunch –
complete with hamburgers and hot
dogs – will be served starting
around 11:30 a.m. 

Any veteran or family member
wishing to attend the 3rd Annual
Welcome Home Celebration is
encouraged to register ahead of time
by calling (610) 384-7711, exten-
sion 5160.  Any questions about the
event can be answered by calling
this number.

Town Hall meeting 
scheduled at Club Dix
Do you have questions about

facilities and services at Fort Dix?
Are you curious about the effects of
Base Realignment and Closure on
the installations, and the impact of
joint basing?

If you have questions or curiosi-
ty, the Installation Town Hall Meet-
ing Sept. 9 at 2:30 in Club Dix is the
place to get answers.

Retiree Appreciation Day
coming to Griffith Gym

The Annual Retiree Appreciation
Day will be held Sept. 12 from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Griffith Field
House, which is located at 8th Street
and Doughboy Loop.

Burger King to close
for renovations

The Fort Dix Burger King, Bldg.
5399, will be closing Sept. 13. The
expected closure will last 50 days as
the kitchen is being renovated and
upgraded.  Once the kitchen is com-
pleted, Burger King is expected to
open for service in the DRIVE
THRU ONLY for another 45 days
while the dining room is renovated.
The estimated $1.3 million project
is expected to take just over 90 days. 

Saturday hours for ID
cards available soon
The next Saturday opening to

obtain an ID card will be Sept. 12
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Bldg. 5418,
Room 125 (First Floor).

Help is available
In need of crisis intervention and

support? Do you, or someone you
know, need help? Call Military
OneSource at 1-800-342-9647 or
the Outreach Center at 1-866-966-
1020.

NEWSNOTES

FRIDAY -- Good chance of
thundershowers. Highs in the
mid 70s and lows in the mid
60s. 

SATURDAY -- Thunder-
showers continue with highs
in the upper 70s and lows in
the mid 60s.

SUNDAY -- Scattered thun-
derstorms possible. Highs in
the upper 70s and lows in the
mid 60s. 

MONDAY -- Partly cloudy
with a highs in the mid 70s,
lows in the upper 50s.

Weather

Wayne Cook
Public Affairs Staff

The Fort Dix/McGuire American Red Cross Service
Center staff has been the recent recipient of multiple
donations for Soldiers from New Jersey residents and
companies wishing to support their brothers- and sisters-
in-arms. 

Volunteers from the New Jersey American Water
Company (NJAWC) in Cherry Hill delivered 6,000 bot-
tles of donated water to the American Red Cross Ware-
house on Fort Dix August 21.

After being contacted by the American Red Cross
requesting aid in supplying water for the large number of
Soldiers from the 56th Stryker Brigade demobilizing on
the installation, NJAWC employees were exhilarated at
the opportunity to make a donation to the cause. 

According to Peter Eschbach, director of external
affairs for NJAWC, when the request for help was
received, a special water run was ordered at the Mount
Laurel water treatment plant.  Unique labels displaying
the statement, “Welcome Home Heroes”, were affixed to
each bottle.

Red Cross volunteers, led by Burlington County
Chapter Chairperson Mike Giletto and Red Cross Fort
Dix/McGuire Service Center Manager Gayle Lynch,
were joined by a dozen volunteers from NJAWC, led by
Eschbach, to unload four trucks loaded with cases of bot-
tled water. 

Although the outside temperatures were well into the
90s, the volunteers worked together to make quick work
of the process.  

“We are very grateful for the donations made by the
New Jersey American Water Company. With the temper-

(continued on page 4)

Red Cross receives flood of donations

Wayne Cook

WATER FOR WARRIORS --Volunteers from the New Jersey American Water Compa-
ny in Cherry Hill and the Burlington County Chapter of the American Red Cross
unload 6,000 bottles of water that were donated to support the Soldiers of the 56th
Stryker Brigade from Pennsylvania as they demobilize through Fort Dix. Four trucks
were used to deliver the water to the Red Cross Warehouse Aug. 21.

Iraqis ready to take control
of civil aviation operations

Senior Airman Alyssa C. Miles
U.S. Air Forces Central Public Affairs

BAGHDAD, Iraq, Aug. 24, 2009 — The Iraqi civil avia-
tion authority staff will independently conduct day-to-day
civil aviation operations beginning Aug. 25 after Airmen of
the Regional Air Movement Control Center helped direct the
organization stationed here. 

The Regional Air Movement Control Center (RAMCC)
staff worked for more than half a decade to assist the Iraq
Civil Aviation Authority (ICAA) in normalizing their civilian
aviation capabilities. 

Before and during the turnover, the RAMCC mission was
to coordinate movement of all civil aircraft landing, departing
or flying over the Baghdad flight information region, a task
that affected more than 400 civil flights every day. All civil
flights in and over Iraq were approved by the ICAA and then
assigned identification codes and published into a daily flying
schedule by RAMCC. 

“A typical day at the RAMCC is processing hundreds of e-
mails from civil airline companies requesting flight
approval,” said Lt. Col. Dan Oosterhous, the RAMCC chief.
“As ICAA approves the flight, the flight details are stored in
a database for tracking and at the end of the day, we turn that

data into a schedule and publish it to all Command and Con-
trol and Air Traffic Control agencies in Iraq.” 

According to Oosterhous, the turnover process has been in
the works since shortly after the beginning of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. 

“In 2003, the U.S. controlled all civilian and military
flights in Iraq,” Oosterhous explained. “RAMCC was stood
up to deconflict the military and civilian air traffic. As Iraq’s
capabilities developed, the RAMCC’s role decreased. The Air
Mobility Division within the Combined Air Operations Cen-
ter took over military traffic and only civilian flights, landings
and takeoffs were handled by RAMCC, with the assistance of
ICAA.” 

Responsibilities were gradually handed over to the Iraqis
with each rotation as the locals proved they were capable of
handling the tasks. As part of the transition, RAMCC intro-
duced a new scheduling process to ICAA’s outdated system.
According to Oosterhous, ICAA was receiving flight requests
by fax, mail and letters and recorded them inside an oversized
book, a process the Air Force was using in the 1980s. 

“They did not have the capability to electronically compile
data,” he said. “Everything was done manually.” 

The RAMCC went to work setting up a lesson plan to
teach basic computer and organizational skills to the ICAA 

(continued on page 3)

Beginning this week, the Fort Dix
base newspaper, “The Post,” will
publish joint base news for the
installation until a Joint Base MDL
internal information program is fully
developed to meet the needs of the
installation.

This interim solution was put in
place following the final publication
of the “Warrior Spirit” last week in
preparation for the installation's
requirement to reach full operational
capability Oct. 1.

"As the McGuire Air Force Base
newspaper, the ‘Warrior Spirit’
served the Airmen of Team
McGuire," said Angel Lopez, 87th
Air Base Wing chief of public
affairs. "Since we are now Joint
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, we
need a newspaper that reflects the
unity of the first tri-service joint
base. Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines and Coast Guardsmen work 

(continued on page 4)

Fort Dix ‘Post’
interim source
for joint news

photos by David Moore

Soldiers of the 56th Stryker Brigade’s
2nd-112th Infantry arrived at Fort Dix this
week to begin demobilization. Family
members of the organization greeted their
Soldiers at the Joint Training and Train-
ing Development Center. For ongoing cov-
erage of the 56th return, see next week’s
Post.   

SSttrryykkeerrss  hhoommeewwaarrdd  bboouunndd
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We guarantee delivery of your Fort Dix Post
The delivery of your Fort Dix Post newspaper is handled by the Burlington County Times.
If for some reason you are not satisfied with the service of your newspaper delivery please

call us direct, 871-8000.

This newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military. Con-
tents of The Post are not necessarily official views of, or endorsed by. the U.S.
Government, Department of Defense, Department of the Army, or Fort Dix. It is
published weekly by the Public Affairs Office, Fort Dix, AFRC-FA-PA-CI, Fort
Dix, N.J. 08640-5075, (609) 562-5037. Circulation: 15,000.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase,
use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other non-merit fac-
tor of the purchaser,user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal oppor-
tunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the printer shall refuse to print
advertising from that source until the violation is corrected.

All editorial content of the Post is prepared, edited, provided, and approved
by the Public Affairs Office of Fort Dix. The Post is printed by The Burlington
County Times, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with DA, under exclusive
written contract with Fort Dix. The printer is responsible for commercial advertis-
ing.

The appearance in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not
constitute endorsement by the Department of the Army, or the Burlington County
Times, Inc., of the products or services advertised. Queries on news content will
be answered by the Fort Dix Public Affairs Office. For advertising call (609) 871-
8087. Visit Fort Dix on the Internet at http://www.dix.army.mil
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CCOMMANDEROMMANDER’’SS AACTIONCTION LLINEINE

The Action Line is an
integral part of the base
feedback network. Base
personnel are urged to
use the chain of command
first to address their con-
cerns. 
If you are not satisfied
with the response from
your chain of command,
or you are unable to
resolve the problem or
concern, call (609) 754-
3247. Action lines may be
made anonymously, how-
ever it is recommended
you leave your name and
number in case more 
information is needed to
address your concern. 

Col. Gina Grosso 
87th Air Base Wing

commander

Collaboration key to cyber success
Scott Knuteson

Air University Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE
BASE, Ala., Aug. 25, 2009 -- The
Air Force Information Technolo-
gy Conference opened Aug. 24
in Montgomery, Ala., with
keynote addresses from the vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, the
Air Force chief of staff and the
CEO of McAfee, Inc. 

Collaboration emerged as a
key theme in the opening day of
the conference, which is now in
its 26th year. 

The modern warfighter has
found "tremendous advantages
in networking organizations,"
Gen. James Cartwright, vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, told
attendees, saying that the confer-
ence is a valuable tool in learning
how to leverage information
technology advantages, he said. 

The event boasts more than
200 vendors, 120 seminars and
5,800 registered attendees. 

"My hat is off to you in the
information technology commu-
nity," Gen. Norton Schwartz, Air
Force chief of staff, said in his
address. "You are key to how we
concentrate our efforts and col-
laborate." 

The IT backbone allows inter-
connectivity between advanced
weapon and command and con-
trol systems, the general noted,
maximizing effectiveness in air,
space and cyberspace operations. 

Professionals from across the
government and private sectors
will gather for the next three
days to collaborate and share on
the latest technology and its ben-
efits for the Air Force and the
Department of Defense as a
whole. 

"We're proud of the relation-
ship we have with the Air Force,"
said Mr. David DeWalt, McAfee
CEO and a keynote speaker. "We
need to develop stronger threat
intelligence. This relationship
provides a great opportunity." 

Collaboration was also on the
mind of U.S. Representative
Bobby Bright, the congressional
representative from the 2nd Dis-
trict in Alabama, which includes
the city of Montgomery. 

"This is the ideal event to
mesh small business and our mil-
itary community together," said
Mr. Bright, who serves on the
House Armed Services Commit-
tee. 

Mr. Bright welcomed the
group to Alabama. The congress-
man, as well as Mr. John Capo-
ral, deputy director of the Air
Force's Small Business Pro-
grams, will speak to the small
business forums taking place
later in the week. 

Conference forums and
events support the conference
theme, "The Warfighter's Edge in
Battlespace," highlighting how
information technology con-
tributes to the joint fight. 

The rapid evolution of the Air
Force and the Department of
Defense necessitates focus on
three tenets, according to
Richard Lombardi, the 554th
Electronic Systems Wing direc-
tor. 

These are rapid acquisition,
operability at the core and the
ability to fight through a cyber
attack. 

Winning, both on the battle-
field and in cyberspace, requires
the leveraging of a variety of
cyber systems, General
Cartwright said. 

"In the art of war, where does

(information technology) fit?"
the nation's second highest rank-
ing military officer asked. 

And risk, though inevitable,
cannot stop progress toward
applying technology on the bat-
tlefield. 

"Can we afford to step aside
because there might be risk?" the
general asked. "The answer is
no." 

The Department of Defense,
in collaboration with private
industry, must learn to find a bal-
ance between the vulnerabilities
and advantages of technology, he

said. 
Conference attendees will

have the opportunity to hear
other keynote speakers on a vari-
ety of topics throughout the
week, including Lt. Gen.
William Lord, chief of warfight-
ing integration and chief infor-
mation officer for the Air Force,
and Lt. Gen. Carroll Pollett,
director of the Defense Informa-
tion System Agency and com-
mander, Joint Task Force-Glob-
al, Network Operations. 

(Jessica Casserly contributed
to this article)

TECH TALK -- Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, the Air Force
chief of staff, spoke to more than 5,500 Air Force Infor-
mation Technology Conference attendees Aug. 24 in
Montgomery, Ala. This year's theme, “The Warfighter’s
Edge in Battlespace,” aims to highlight the role of
information technology in the joint fight.

Melanie Rodgers Cox

(continued from page 1)
team. Last month, the RAMCC began the final stage of transition by
training the ICAA how to produce and publish the daily flying
schedule. Conducting on-the-job training proved to be no easy task.
Trainers struggled to break through the language barrier and some-
times only got an hour of classroom time inside 18 hours, as training
had to be squeezed inside the ICAA 24-hour work day. 

Nonetheless, Oosterhous and his team were able to teach the four
ICAA shifts how to manage the large volume of data they received
through emails and phone call, approve or disapprove flights and
ultimately produce a daily flying schedule. 

Out of the team of 17, Omar Alsamarraai, who has a bachelor’s
degree in computer science, was chosen to be the manager of ICAA’s
air transport facilitation section. Alsamarraai feels the new proce-
dures put in place by RAMCC have proven to be beneficial to his
team. 

“This capability provides follow up on information,” he said.
“When we were using paper, trying to do research took time and we
didn’t have long time storage. Now everything is automatic. We
search for info and it shows up. We can find items quickly. Also, we
used to not be able to communicate between shifts. Now that we’re
on a local area network, we share data among different shifts.” 

Iraqis to take control of civil aviation

8/24/2009 - WASHINGTON
(AFNS) -- The Veterans Affairs
Department is taking steps to
help veterans seeking compensa-
tion for post-traumatic stress dis-
order, VA Secretary Eric K.
Shinseki announced Aug. 24. 

"The hidden wounds of war
are being addressed vigorously
and comprehensively by this
administration as we move VA
forward in its transformation to
the 21st century," Secretary
Shinseki said. 

VA is publishing a proposed
regulation today in the Federal
Register to make it easier for a
veteran to claim service connec-

tion for PTSD by reducing the
evidence needed if the stressor
claimed is related to fear of hos-
tile military or terrorist activity.
Comments on the proposed rule
will be accepted over the next 60
days, and a final regulation will
be published after consideration
of all comments received, VA
officials said. 

Under the new rule, VA would
not require corroboration of a
stressor related to fear of hostile
military or terrorist activity if a
VA psychiatrist or psychologist
confirms that the stressful expe-
rience recalled by a veteran ade-
quately supports a diagnosis of

Lt. Cmdr. Corey Barker
Combined Task Force 151

Public Affairs

USS ANZIO, At Sea (NNS) --
The crew aboard the guided-mis-
sile cruiser USS Anzio (CG 68)
took a break in its busy schedule
at sea to mark the middle of the
ship's deployment in support of
counterpiracy operations off the
coast of Somalia Aug. 24.

Anzio left its homeport of
Norfolk, Va., in May and became
the flagship for Combined Task
Force (CTF) 151 June 28. CTF
151 is a multinational coalition
established by the Combined
Maritime Forces (CMF) in
Bahrain to deter, disrupt and sup-
press piracy activity in the Horn
of Africa region.

"Today was an excellent
opportunity for the crew to relax
and spend the day together with
embarked staff and units and just
to have some good old fashioned
flight deck fun," said Anzio's
Executive Officer, Cmdr. Bill
Ketcham. "They have been
working around the clock for
several months now and they
deserve this."

The crew enjoyed a holiday
routine that included events
throughout the day such as a tug-
of-war contest, bean-bag toss,
pie in the face MWR fundraiser,

steel beach picnic, talent show,
ice cream social and movies on
the flight deck after dark.

"I really enjoyed the tug-of-
war contest because it leveled the
playing field showing that we are
all one team which is a reflection
of our daily interaction on watch
with each other," said Storekeep-
er 1st Class Keith Gilbert.

After several months of con-
ducting counterpiracy opera-
tions, the crew enjoyed the
break. 

"It was very nice to relax,"
said Aviation Structural Mechan-
ic 3rd Class Justin Morgan. "We
work long days, so it is great to
get a break from the routine and
re-charge our batteries. It was a
lot of fun."

Other units embarked aboard
Anzio including the Helicopter
Squadron Light 48, Det. 7, joint
U.S./UK CTF 151 staff, U.S.
Coast Guard legal detachment
(LEDET) and the emergency
resuscitation surgical team also
took time to relax.

Anzio is commanded by Capt.
Frank Olmo from Harrington
Park, N.J. Olmo assumed com-
mand of the Aegis cruiser March
19.

For more news from Com-
mander, U.S. Naval Forces Cen-
tral Command/Commander, U.S.
5th Fleet, visit
www.navy.mil/local/cusnc/. 

Flagship marks
mission milestone

SMOOTH SAILING -- The guided-missile cruiser USS
Anzio (CG 68) conducts normal underway operations
as part of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69)
Carrier Strike Group. Anzio is on a scheduled deploy-
ment in support of Maritime Security Operations. 

Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Angel Contreras

PTSD and the veteran's symp-
toms are related to the claimed
stressor. 

Previously, claims adjudica-
tors were required to corroborate
that a noncombat veteran actual-
ly experienced a stressor related
to hostile military activity. This
rule would simplify the develop-
ment that is required for these
cases, officials explained. 

PTSD is a recognized anxiety
disorder that can follow seeing or
experiencing an event that
involves actual or threatened
death or serious injury to which a
person responds with intense
fear, helplessness or horror, and

is not uncommon in war. Feel-
ings of fear, confusion or anger
often subside, officials noted, but
if the feelings don't go away or
get worse, a veteran may have
PTSD. 

VA is bolstering its mental
health capacity to serve combat
veterans, adding thousands of
new professionals in the last four
years. 

The department also has
established a toll-free suicide
prevention helpline -- 1-800-
273-TALK -- and has a Web site
available for online chat in the
evenings at http://www.suicide
preventionlifeline.org/Veterans/.

Veterans Affairs simplifies compensation
rules for post-traumatic stress disorder 

Oosterhous said he feels the advancement the office has made has
been amazing to watch. 

“I’m very impressed with the attitude and enthusiasm of the folks
I’ve been working with,” said the native of Texarkana, Texas. “They
have made a huge leap forward in their office’s capabilities. They
can all communicate with outside agencies through phone and e-
mail. They appreciate what we’re doing here and to see them correct-
ly apply a new skill is very rewarding.” 

With his team fully trained and now responsible for independent-
ly producing and publishing the entire schedule for Iraqi air traffic,
Alsamarraai is looking forward to the future of air transport facilita-
tion section and his country. 

“My aim is to increase the number of people in each shift,” he
said. “The more Iraq economically progresses, the more companies
and flights we will have. The 400 to 500 flights we have now may
double or even triple. I want to bring in more people, better all of our
computer skills and make sure everyone knows the Iraqi regula-
tions.” 

Still, he said the help they have received from RAMCC will not
be forgotten. 

“We really appreciate the coalition forces for helping us stand
back up on our feet in Iraqi aviation,” he said.
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Police Log
Police Log is a weekly synopsis of significant police activities

developed from reports, complaints, incidents or information
received and actions taken, for the week of Aug. 17 - 23.

The abbreviation DoD stands for Department of Defense;
NAFD means Not Affiliated with Fort Dix (the subject doesn’t
live of work here); NCIC stands for National Crime Information
Center; DWI means Driving While Intoxicated; CDS means Con-
trolled Drug Substance; POV means Privately Owned Vehicle;
MAFB stands for McGuire Air Force Base; USAF EC stands for
US Air Force Expeditionary Center; AHCC stands for Ambulato-
ry Health Care Clinic (MAFB); VMHBC stands for Virtua
Memorial Hospital of Burlington County; CP# stands for Check-
point Number.
�During a routine credential check of a vehicle attempting to

enter the installation via the Wrightstown Gate, police discovered
the vehicle operator, a Fort Dix contract employee, had an out-
standing warrant out of Lawrence Township. The subject was
transported to the police station and transferred to the custody of
Lawrence Township Police. 
�Police and Fire Department personnel responded to a report

of accidental damage at Bldg. 3135. Investigation revealed con-
tractors accidentally knocked down wires from a utility pole caus-
ing a small electrical fire. The Fire Department extinguished the
fire and the utility company responded to restore electricity. 
�Police responded to a report of an abandoned vehicle near

Bldg. 5404. Investigation revealed the vehicle was unregistered
and uninsured. Identification belonging to a Soldier NAFD was
found in the vehicle. Further investigation revealed the vehicle
had a stolen license plate attached. The vehicle was towed from
the scene. Investigation continues. 
�Police responded to a traffic accident on Airfield Road Inves-

tigation revealed a government vehicle, operated by a Soldier
assigned to Fort Dix, failed to yield and struck another vehicle.
There were no reported injuries. The subject's vehicle was
released to the operator at the scene. The victim's vehicle sus-
tained disabling damage and was towed from the scene. 
�During a routine credential check of a vehicle attempting to

enter the installation via CP#9, police discovered the vehicle
operator, a civilian NAFD, had a suspended license. The subject
was cited and the vehicle released to a licensed driver. 
�While processing a visitor at the Visitor Center, police dis-

covered the subject, a civilian NAFD, had a suspended driver's
license. After determining the subject drove to the Visitor Center,
the subject was cited. The vehicle was released to a licensed driv-
er.  
�While processing a visitor at the Visitor Center, police dis-

covered the subject, a civilian NAFD, had outstanding warrants
from Mansfield, Burlington City, and Trenton. The subject was
transported to the police station and transferred to the custody of
the Mansfield Township Police. 
�Police responded to a traffic accident at the Main Shoppette.

Investigation revealed a vehicle, operated by a retired military
member, struck another vehicle while backing. There were no
reported injuries and the vehicles were released to the operators at
the scene. 
�While conducting a routine credential check of a vehicle

attempting to enter the installation via the Main Gate, police dis-
covered two of the vehicle occupants, both civilians NAFD, had
outstanding warrants, one from Hamilton and one from Newark.
The subjects were transported to the police station for processing.
The first subject was transferred to the custody of the Hamilton
Township Police. The second subject received a new court date
from Newark. 
�Police and Fire Department personnel responded to a motor

vehicle crash on Cookstown Road. Investigation revealed a vehi-
cle, owned by a civilian NAFD, was on its side near Biv #2a. No
driver was present. There was a strong odor of alcohol in the vehi-
cle. A check of the area by police and Fire Department personnel
yielded negative results. 

A check of the owner's residence also yielded negative results,
but a third party stated the owner had been at a party. The vehicle
was towed from the scene. Subsequently, the subject entered the
police station to obtain a release for the vehicle. He stated he
woke up in the woods and walked home. He was cited for Flee-
ing the Scene of an Accident, Reckless Driving, and Failure to
Report a Motor Vehicle Crash. 

Investigation continues.   
�Police and Fire Department personnel responded to a gas

leak at Bldg. 5506. A sweep of the area for the source of the leak
met with negative results. The main gas supply was secured and
DPW responded to isolate and repair the leak. 
�While processing a visitor at the Visitor Center, police dis-

covered the subject, a civilian NAFD, had an outstanding warrant
out of Union County. The subject was transported to the police
station and transferred to the custody of the Union County Sher-
iff's Office. 
�Police responded to a motor vehicle crash on 10th Street.

Investigation revealed a vehicle operated by a military dependent
was struck by a deer. There were no reported injuries and the
vehicle was released to the operator at the scene. The deer was
killed on impact. 
�Police responded to a motor vehicle crash near Bldg. 5986.

Investigation revealed that a vehicle, operated by a Fort Dix con-
tract employee, struck another vehicle while backing. There were
no reported injuries. Further investigation revealed the subject
had a suspended driver's license. The subject was cited. The vic-
tim's vehicle was released to the operator and the subject's vehi-
cle was released to a licensed driver. 
�Police and Fire Department personnel responded to a fire

alarm at Bldg. 5517. Investigation revealed a pull station was
accidentally activated. 
�During a routine credential check of a vehicle attempting to

enter the installation via CP #9 police discovered the operator, a
civilian NAFD, had a suspended driver's license and an outstand-
ing warrant from Union Township. 

The subject was transported to the police station for process-
ing and transferred to the custody of the Essex County Sheriff's
Department. 
�During a routine credential check of a vehicle attempting to

enter the installation via the Wrightstown Gate police discovered
the operator, a civilian NAFD, had a suspended driver's license
and an outstanding warrant from Bucks County, PA. The subject
was transported to the police station for processing and trans-
ferred to the custody of the Bucks County Sheriff's Department. 
�Police and Fire Department personnel responded to a fire

alarm at Bldg. 3259. Investigation revealed a malfunctioning
smoke detector caused the alarm. 
�Police responded to a motor vehicle crash on Saylor's Pond

Road. Investigation revealed a vehicle, operated by a civilian
NAFD, slid on wet pavement and left the road into a ditch. There
were no reported injuries and the vehicle was towed from the
scene. 
�Police and Fire Department personnel responded to a fire

alarm at Bldg. 5602. Investigation revealed the system had mal-
functioned. A work order was placed. 
�There were no expired identification cards confiscated dur-

ing the period.
�There were 16 Magistrate Court Citations issued for moving

violations. DWI incidents remain at nine for the year.

Lisa Evans
Public Affairs Staff

Maj. Arthur Tate Jr. accepted
command of the Alpha Company
Mobilization Readiness Battal-
ion (MRB), in a brief ceremony
Aug. 21, replacing the outgoing
commander Maj. Denise
Wurzbach. 

Lt. Col. Michael Worth, MRB
commander, presided over the
ceremony. Col. Patrick Slowey,
installation commander, Col.
Larry Boyd, deputy installation
commander and approximately a
hundred Soldiers and guests
attended the ceremony. 

“I would like to say how
much I appreciate the warm wel-
come I have received from Alpha
Company, the Battalion, and all
of the directorates that I have
been introduced to on Fort Dix,”
Tate said in a short speech. “You
all have made this transition eas-
ier than I have anticipated.”

Tate comes to Fort Dix from
the Army Corrections Command
at the Pentagon where he served
as a plans officer. He is a 1991
graduate of the Citadel where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in
political science.  He was imme-
diately commissioned into the
Transportation Corps as a second
lieutenant through the Reserve
Officers Training Corps pro-
gram. He then completed the
Transportation Officer’s Basic
Course and was assigned as Offi-
cer in Charge (OIC), Forward
Area Support Team. Tate’s edu-
cation includes his degree on
political science, the transporta-
tion basic course, the Military
Police Advanced Course, and the
Combined Armed Service Staff
School, and Intermediate Level
Education (ILE, formerly the
Command and General Staff
Course.)

Through 1993-94 Tate was
assigned to the United States

Military Group Guatemala as a
liaison officer. Entering the Indi-
vidual Readiness Reserve, he
became a military police officer
and took command of Charlie
Company, 4th Battalion, 318th
Military Police Regiment from
1998 to 2001 when he became
the 4th Battalion personnel offi-
cer. 

After being cross-leveled to
the 484th Transportation Battal-
ion, 63rd Regional Readiness
Command for mobilization, he
was deployed to Balad, Iraq, in
August 2004 as the Air Opera-
tions OIC for all sustainment
moves by air within country.
Back home, in January of 2006
he became executive officer for
4th Battalion. He again deployed
in January 2007 as Headquarters
Support Group Intelligence and
Operations section chief for the
International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF). Returning home in
July 2007, he was assigned as the
Operations and Training for the
4th Battalion, 318th Military
Police Regiment until he moved
to the Pentagon in August 2008.

Worth praised both Wurzbach
and Tate in his opening speech.
Reciting the times Tate has been
mobilized, Worth commented,
“He will uniquely understand the
requirements of mobilizing Sol-
diers.”

“Lt. Col Worth, thank you for
giving me this opportunity - no,
this privilege - to command
again,” Tate said. “I realize that I
have been entrusted with the
leadership and care of this great
nation’s most valuable resource
– the citizen Soldiers that mobi-
lize through Fort Dix.”  

Also taking time to praise
Wurzbach, Tate told her,
“Denise, I am honored by the
opportunity to build on your suc-
cess. You leave us with the great
challenge of continuing the
record of such great leadership. I
wish you well in your future

NEW COMMAND -- Lt. Col. Michael Worth hands the
Alpha Co. Mobilization Readiness Bn. guidon to
incoming commander, Maj. Arthur Tate, Jr. during a
brief ceremony held Aug. 21 at Bravo Company Chapel.

Tate commands Alpha Co. MRB

endeavors and I know you are
just an arm’s reach away for me
to call on if needed. Good luck
and God speed.”

Wurzbach said she wanted all
those present to know that com-
mand of Alpha Company had
been the highlight of her career.

“I am humbled and honored
by your efforts,” she told the
company gathered. “It has been a
wild ride for me as the com-
mander of A company…We have
achieved great successes. I could
not have achieved what I have
without you. You are the back-
bone, the arms, the muscles and
legs of this mission. You got the
job done, regardless of how large
and cumbersome the task was,
you made it happen.”

Wurzbach will become the
executive officer at the MRB at a
future date. Following the
change-of-command ceremony,
her staff presented her with an
engraved saber, a commemora-
tion plaque and a dozen red and
white roses in a crystal vase. 

She thanked her staff saying,
“I can’t say enough about my
civilian staff. They are the con-
sistency of the organization and a
lot of times they keep the mili-
tary staff in line…whether we
want to believe it or not. We all
worked together. We had our
moments of sorrow or joy. Not to
mention a few laughs along the
way; I am happy and sad to put
those in my personal history
book.”

Survey assures your voice is heard
Tiffany Colby

Customer Management
Services

You might ask, “What’s the
value in taking the annual online
Customer Service Assessment
(CSA) survey?” or “What’s in it
for me?” Well, you’ve asked the
right questions.  

The answer is, “So your voice
can be heard;” not just your indi-
vidual voice, but the collective
voice of all who will be taking
the survey. The “Voice of the
Customer” is everyone who
takes the survey; collectively,
you will have a louder voice. It’s
not just one person saying it’s
this way or that - it’s the power-
ful voice of you and your fellow
service members, family mem-
bers, civilian employees, veter-
ans, retirees and contractors who
live, work or play at Fort Dix that
will have a huge impact.  

“What kind of impact?” The
more people who take the sur-
vey, the greater is their voice in
validating what is being said by

the answers given in the survey.
With the CSA, your one voice
can be instantly echoed around
the Installation along with that of
others.     

“What is the Installation’s
intent by having this annual
CSA?” and, “Will I be able to
remain anonymous when I take
the survey?” The intent is to hear
what the community has to say.
We want to know what the com-
munity has experienced regard-
ing the services provided to cus-
tomers and, yes, you will remain
anonymous. You will be able to
tell the Installation how well it is
performing services and how
important the services provided
are to you by ranking those serv-
ices from the highest to lowest
priority. By doing so, Fort Dix
can then focus its efforts and
allocate the right resources at the
right place to meet your needs as
a customer. It’s that simple. In
the survey you will be able to
comment and compliment!   

So now that you know what
the value and the intent is, head
on over to your nearest computer

and log onto
www.myarmyvoice.org. The
CSA will be available online
through Sept. 18 Encourage
everyone you know in the Fort
Dix community and in your
organization to take the survey.
The quality of life for all of our
service members, family mem-

bers, civilian employees, veter-
ans, retirees and contractors is of
the highest importance to the
Installation.

So, if you want to make a dif-
ference at Fort Dix, take the sur-
vey and your voice will be heard.

You can make a difference
today.

WWWWWW..DDIIXX..AARRMMYY..MMIILL

New and improved to better serve
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Steven R. Lenney, deputy Kelly commander
to the installation, recalled that Fort Dix was the
best parent command for the support center. He
recalled a meeting with Robert Lichtneger, the
Fort Dix garrison manager, at the time of the
change. “He said to me, ‘I don’t have to worry
about Kelly because you will get the job done,’”
Lenney said.

The remarks made by Stephen G. Melly,
deputy to the Fort Dix commander, to the Kelly
workers reflected on the Kelly closing as a great
journey made by the workers.

“Countless service members have passed
through C.E. Kelly and before each of you, each
one reliant and dependent on you to ensure they
were served in the highest manner possible. The
services you have provided to our men and
women in uniform, their families and retirees
have been critical to their success and the success
of the nation,” Melly said.

After the conclusion of the outdoor ceremony,
Fort Dix’s leader presented service awards to
nearly 20 workers, and an estimated 70 gathered
together for a closing photograph.

(continued from page 1)
side-by-side on this installation, and we need our publications to reflect that." 

“The Post” will remain mostly unchanged in appearance, with only minor
changes made to the flag to state its expanded mission to inform personnel at all
three sections of the joint installation. Joint Base news and announcements are still
available 24/7 on the Web site www.mcguire.af.mil. “The Post” is published by the
Fort Dix Public Affairs Office.

"We're working closely with joint base leadership and our public affairs counter-
parts at Fort Dix and Lakehurst to develop a comprehensive and effective internal
information program," said Lopez. "This may include a joint base newspaper, but
also may include new media such as social networking sites and other non-tradi-
tional communication methods in addition to the programs we already have in
place." 

"We are dedicated to the men and women of this joint base," she continued.
"There are some changes - and challenges - ahead for us all as we continue our joint
basing efforts, but that priority will remain the same." 

The Fort Dix Public Affairs Office has realigned its newspaper deadlines to
match those of Joint Base higher headquarters public affairs requirements.  

Articles prepared by writers from military and civilian organizations on the post
must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. each Monday.

For more information, call David Moore of the Fort Dix Public Affairs Office at
562-4035,  or  e-mail david.f.moore@us.army.mil.

(continued from page 1)
atures continuing to climb, I’m sure the Soldiers will be
able to use as much water as we can get them,” said Joan
Brown, Red Cross volunteer coordinator.

Along with the water, the Red Cross Service Station
staff received more than 1,000 individual snacks from
Herr’s Foods Inc. in Hainesport, when Giletto and Red
Cross volunteer Kenneth Brown visited the warehouse and
met with Emerson Attig, the warehouse assistant manager.

Locally, Fred Mallozzi, the owner of Rita’s Water Ice in

Browns Mills, collected and donated comfort items such
as toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoos, hand sanitizers,
shave gel, and more.

“It is great to receive all of the help and donations from
the surrounding communities. Everything will go to sup-
port the men and women of the 56th Striker Brigade as
well as other Soldiers who are mobilizing and demobiliz-
ing here on Fort Dix,” said Lynch.

For a complete list of items needed for deploying and
returning troops, e-mail joanb@redcrossbcnj.org.

Kelly Support Facility closes
David Moore

Editor

The Charles E. Kelly Support Facility, Oak-
dale, Pa., held its last official ceremony this past
week by lowering the nation’s colors in front of
more than 100 workers, retirees, and family
members.

The Aug. 20 ceremony of the Fort Dix sub-
installation’s closing ends a 12-year era of over-
seeing operations as mandated by the Base
Realignment and Closure Act of 2005. The bitter-
sweet affair was a mixture of sadness for the
workers and a time for Kelly employees and

retirees to share stories and memories about the
facility.

“As a sub-installation of Fort Dix, N.J., the
mission of the Charles E. Kelly Support Facility
has been to provide vital installation support
services to all branches of the military, depend-
ents, civilians and retirees to promote an effi-
cient, effective readiness posture while enhanc-
ing the quality of life of its customers. In that
mission, you have excelled. Well done,” Col.
Patrick Slowey, commander of Fort Dix, said
before the U.S. Flag was lowered.

Mary Brown, civilian administrative assistant
to Kelly’s deputy commander who also served as
the event narrator, remembered first arriving at
the facility in June 1965 when her Air Force
father, Senior Master Sgt. Joseph M. Yatsko, first
came to the area. Her father was the last first ser-
geant for the 662nd Radar Squadron.

“From that day until this day, the Charles E.
Kelly Support Facility, no matter what it has been
called over the years, has played an important
part in my life and in my heart,” Brown said.

“Each of you, I know, have similar stories. I
know that because as I look around this gathering
we have shared those stories. Let us look at today
as a celebration of those stories and those memo-
ries,” she added.

The support center has had many different
names in its 48-year history, but in 1987 it was
named after Pittsburg native Charles E. Kelly, a
Medal of Honor recipient, who in World War II
while serving with Company I, 143rd Infantry,
36th Infantry Division as a patrol leader, came in
contact with a massive German assault in the area
of Altaville, Italy, on Sept. 13, 1943. The corpo-
ral found himself single-handedly defending an
ammunition depot assault.

By the end of the war, Kelly - who became
known as “Commando” Kelly - had also earned
two Silver Stars, two Bronze Stars for valor and
numerous decorations from the British and
French governments for his valor in battle.

Before the facility became known as the Kelly
facility, the U.S. Army Support Detachment Ele-
ment in 1974 went operational with a plan to pro-
vide base support functions in western Pennsyl-
vania and West Virginia for subordinate units of
the 99th Army Reserve Command, a United
States Army Readiness Group, and 14 Reserve
Officer Training Corps activities. 

After additional realignments over the years,
the Kelly facility was realigned with Fort Dix in
October 1997 when the New Jersey installation
became a United States Army Reserve installa-
tion. At its height, more than 150 workers were
employed at the center supporting the military.
Several U.S. Army Reserve units also used the
location for training over the years. 

Historical Summary
�1961 – Headquarters U.S. Support Detach-
ment moves from South Park to Oakdale. The
location was also home to Headquarters, and
Headquarters Battery, 18th Artillery Group,
and the 622nd Radar Squadron, which was a
part of the Nike Missile defense system.
�1962 to 1974 - The Federal Aviation
Administration assumes part of the Air Force
radar mission and later the full responsibility. 
�1974 - The 18th Artillery Group deacti-
vates, leaving the U.S. Army Support Detach-
ment and FAA as the remaining Oakdale
activities. U.S. Forces Command approves a
plan for reserve components in western Penn-
sylvania and West Virginia. The detachment
continues to provide base operations support
to the 99th United States Army Reserve Com-
mand, in addition to a U.S. Army Readiness
Group and 14 Reserve Officer Training Corps
activities.
�1977 - The U.S. Army Support Detachment
deactivates and the post is redesignated the
Oakdale Support Element. Support activities
remaining are transferred to Fort Indiantown
Gap, Pa.
�1983 – The installation becomes a sub-
installation under Fort George G. Meade,
Md.
�1987 - The Oakdale Support Element is
designated the Charles E. Kelly Support
Facility.
�1993 - The support facility realigns under
Fort Drum, N.Y., as a result of the 1991 Base
Realignment and Closure.
�1997 – The Kelly center is realigned under
Fort Dix as a result of the 2005 Base Realing-
ment and Closure.
�2009 – The Charles E. Kelly Support Facil-
ity closes on Sept. 30.

photos by David Moore

Joint news

Red Cross donations

Wayne Cook
Public Affairs Staff

The 146th Transportation Company Detachment Movement Control Team
(MCT) from Orlando, Fla., closed out post-mobilization training on Fort Dix Aug.
19.

Capt. Chris Ficquette, commander of the 146th, stated that the completion of
training on the post was the culmination of months of preparation for the unit’s
upcoming deployment. 

“We trained what we could before we left home station. We sent Soldiers all over
the country to learn the different computer systems we must use in our mission,”
Ficquette said.

The mission of the MCTs is movement control of personnel and materiel, as well
as the coordination of bulk fuel and water transportation at pipeline and production
take-off points. To this end, the MCTs contribute to the development of procedures,
documents, and practices to facilitate local movement. Their role is to expedite,
coordinate, and monitor traffic moving through the transportation system. MCTs
are tailored to meet the anticipated workload. Other service movement requirements
that exceed organic capability are requested through the Army MCTs.

According to 1st Lt. Andrew Benbow, the 146th’s movement officer, the
deployed unit can be associated with land, air, or sea ports. Soldiers in the unit are
trained to handle any of the three situations.

“What we do will be mission specific,” said Benbow. “Nothing moves without
us putting a stamp on it.”

The MCT has been on the installation since June, first training with the Region-
al Training Center-East, and then the 72nd Field Artillery Brigade.

“Training here has been pretty adequate for our mission,” said Sgt. Francisco
Torres, the unit movement noncommissioned officer. “Combat operations and the
Military Operations in Urban Terrain tested our mettle, but are necessary. We did
pretty well.”

Benbow said, “Being a support organization, we don’t always have the opportu-
nity to stay up on top of our basic warrior skills. Fort Dix provided that for us.”

Ficquette is confident that his Soldiers are ready and will accomplish the mission
successfully because of the training they received at every point along the way.

Movement Control
Team moving out

courtesy photos

SPIRIT OF GIVING --
The American Red Cross of
Burlington County stopped

by to pick up Comfort Kit
items for deploying and

returning Soldiers collected
by Fred Mallozzi, owner of
Rita’s Water Ice in Browns

Mills, above, and more
than 1,000 donated snacks
from the Herr’s Foods Inc.
warehouse in Hainesport.

Pictured from left are Mike
Gilletto, American Red

Cross Burlington County
Chapter chairperson,

Emerson Attig, assistant
warehouse manager of

Herr’s, and Kenneth
Brown, American Red

Cross volunteer.

-- Joint Base News

FINAL SALUTE -- Michael
Mackey, the trumpeter for the

Charles E. Kelly Support Facili-
ty closing ceremony, plays “To
the Colors” as James Scialab-
ba, left, and Thomas Hackett,

both from Kelly Support Facili-
ty, lower the U.S. flag during

the ceremony Aug. 20. 
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The CornerThe Corner
Second annual Mud Run 

seeks volunteers

Volunteers are needed to help with
the Burlington County Military
Affairs Committee second annual
Mud Run. Last year over 12,000 peo-
ple showed up to witness the dirty
spectacle of this 10K run and even
more are expected this year. Volun-
teers are needed to man obstacles,
help with crowd control and fill vari-
ous other positions The first 150 peo-
ple to volunteer will receive the Mud
Run 2009 T-shirt. The run takes place
Sept. 26. Volunteers are needed from
8 a.m. to  whenever tear down is com-
plete. For more information email
katrena.holmes@mcguire.af.mil. 

National Guard to host 
Unity Day celebration

The New Jersey National Guard
will be hosting the 11th Annual Unity
Day celebration Sept. 17 from 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Joint Training
& Training Development Center
(JT2DC). A Fun Walk/Run will be
held at 8:30 a.m. and a blood drive
will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come celebrate ethnic and cultural
diversity through music, food sam-
pling, giveaways, a homemade
dessert contest, scavenger hunt and
line dancing.  For information call
Capt. Barbara Brown-Wilson at 562-
0856.

McGuire Thrift Shop 
now open for business

After being closed for the past
month, the McGuire Thrift Shop is
open again and stocked with a wide
variety of clothing, shoes, acces-
sories, uniforms, books, toys, house-
wares, linens, sporting goods, baby
gear, and more. It is open Wednesday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and the first Saturday of every month
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The store
accepts donations of gently used,
clean items in working condition.  All
donations are tax-deductible.  The
Thrift Shop also accepts consign-
ments from 10 a.m. to noon  during
our business hours. VHS tapes are no
longer being accepted.  All proceeds
from the Thrift Shop are re-invested
into our military community by
means of scholarships and  donations.
We are also seeking volunteers to

work in the store.  For questions,
please call Becky Updegraff, Thrift
Shop Chair, at 609-654-1675 or visit
us at Building. 3446, between the
BX/PX and Vehicle Resale Lot.

End of Summer Carnival
comes to McGuire

The 87th FSS & Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst End of the
Summer Carnival will be held  Aug.
29 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at  the east
end of the McGuire Fitness Center
parking lot. The event will feature a
free Kid’s Play Zone, a chance to
meet Ronald McDonald and midway
games and amusements. Adults can
participate in the 5-person team
Hummer Pull or Human Foosball
Tourney and win up to $500. Individ-
uals can compete in the Sumo
Wrestling match in a  giant sumo suit.
An auto and bike show will also be
held. Visit www.gomdl.com for
details.

Talent sought for Rising 
Star competition 

Make plans to be a part of select-
ing the next Fort Dix Rising Star. On
Sept. 11 at Club Dix the Fort DIx
Family, Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation is hosting the first round of the
Operation Rising Star talent contest.
Also appearing will be R&B a cap-
pella group Quiet Storm. The event is
free with give-aways for the first 50
people. Show starts at 7 p.m. Call
562-6772 for more information or
visit www.dixmwr.com to register.

Troops to Teachers 
seminar to be held

A Troops to Teachers Program
seminar  will be held Sept. 15 at 9:30
a.m. at the  Child , Youth and School
Services Bldg. 5203 Maryland Ave.
For more details call 562-3898. 

Outdoor Recreation hosting 
adventure trips

Outdoor Recreation is hosting a
trip to the Camden Adventure Aquar-
ium Sept. 12 and a  weekend camp-
ing trip to Bushkill Falls Oct. 17. Call
562-2727 for more information.

Teens take lead at youth forum
Lisa Evans

Public Affairs Staff

Teen representatives from Army gar-
risons across the Northeast region and
Wisconsin attended the Army Youth
Leadership Forum (YLF) in Burlington,
Vermont July 27 through July 31. 

Representing Fort Dix Child Youth
and School Services at the conference
were LaShanda Dargan, Breanna
Robinson, Devan Holliday and Janay
Taylor. Dargan and Holliday traveled
two days ahead of the others as junior
advisors. Both were perfect choices to
be junior advisors for the forum, said Al
Stansbury, director of youth services.

“I prepared in advance to be a teen

building activity advisor for four
teams,” Dargan said. “The activities
were to help all of the teams get to know
each other before the conference start-
ed. I enjoyed it a lot. It was hard though
because I had to be in charge of 11
teens.”

The Army’s YLFs are week-long
events designed for Army teens to con-
nect with Army youth worldwide. The
Northeast Region conference prepares
teens for the national conference. 

Regional YLF events support the
Army Teen’s Chain of Communication
and provide opportunities for young
people to develop the skills needed to
become successful and contributing
members of their communities.

Robinson said she was new to the

youth forum experience and was a little
apprehensive about the whole thing but
the games really helped her relax. On
Tuesday, the group had the opportunity
to try some climbing and rappelling. 

“It was amazing actually,” said Dar-
gan. “I climbed a rope ladder 40 feet in
the air and walked across rickety
bridges. I’m afraid of heights and was
scared out of my mind, but I did every-
thing they asked me to do as a team
leader.”

“Climbing the ropes I was nervous,”
Robinson said. “I climbed up and did
the rappelling and it came naturally. I
actually enjoyed it more than I thought I
would.”

Aside from climbing and rappelling,
the teens discussed a long list of issues.
These issues were then collated and
voted on, with four selected as the most
important issues to all teens across the
garrisons represented. These four will
be added those collected at other YLFs
and voted on nationally later in the year.

“The whole thing starts with Fort
Dix,” Dargan said. “We followed the
teen chain of communication, and then
the Army Teen Panel was seated.
Approximately 70 teens from 15 gar-
risons voted on the top four issues teens
face in the military family. People from
all over the world come up with issues
to present to commanders.” 

After a regional forum identifies the
four most important issues to them, the
panel presents these issues to the Sol-
dier Family Action Plan (SFAP) com-
mittee. Eventually these issues and con-
cerns may be presented to senior Army
leadership for consideration.

For the Northeast Region, the most
important issue identified in the final
report reads: “Teens are not satisfied
with the Army’s inconsistency in
enforcing equality in their actions con-
cerning youth recreational facilities.”

“Some of the issues don’t affect Fort
Dix as much as other garrisons. Like the
facilities aren’t equal,” Dargan said pas-
sionately. “One garrison just has a little
room with a little television for their
teens and we have this great building.
Smaller garrisons don’t really have as
much attention paid to them.”

The next highest priority issue, com-
munity outreach, was presented by the
Fort Dix teens. 

“Outreach means we will be able to
help the communities around here. We
collect clothes, or walk for people to
donate, hand out water and stuff like
that, but there is much more we could
do. Take Crossroads House, We could
help them in hiring a babysitter for the
night and let them go out and have fun
once in a while. Even though they made
mistakes, they should still be allowed to
act like teens they are,” Robinson
declared

Issue three asked that teens be
afforded more opportunities to commu-
nicate with garrison commanders con-
cerning funding and program expan-
sions. And the fourth issue, also present-
ed by Fort Dix teens, was lack of oppor-
tunities for fund raising, which is
banned on most Army garrisons.

“There isn’t money for things like
trips we might want to go on because
notice comes too late or we might not
have transportation or just not have the
money” said Robinson. “Like the
national Keystone (a leadership club),
conference we’ve been wanting to go
there for a while, but there isn’t enough
money.”

Dargan added, “If we did the fund
raising and had a little bit of money left
over we could buy some things for the
youth.”

Both Dargan and Robinson said that
the forum was an excellent way for
teens to present their ideas constructive-
ly and see how the process works to
improve services for teens and the com-
munities they live in. 

To participate in either a Garrison
YLF or Region YLF, individuals must
be 13 through 18 years old, in grades 8
through 11, be from an Army Garrison,
National Guard, Reserve, or Accessions
Command, and demonstrate good char-
acter and behavior.

“I’m proud of the four girls repre-
senting Fort Dix. They did very well in
Vermont. They do a good job here in
terms of leadership and setting a role
model for up and coming teens here,”
Stansbury said.

Lashonda Bradley wife of Army Sgt. 1st Class Keith Bradley and her two sons Keith Jr. and
Christyen paint a little dog made from blocks of wood, popsicle sticks, and pipe cleaners during
Arts and Crafts Day at the Community Center on McGuire Air Force Base Aug. 19.  Arts & Crafts
Activities are held every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  throughout the month of
August and are available free of charge to all branches of the military.

Carlos Cintron

Families spend dog days of summer crafting

Lisa Evans

DASHING DELEGATES -- Breanna Robinson and LaShanda
Dargan represented Fort Dix at the Northeast Region Army Youth
Leadership Forum in Burlington, Vt., July 5 through July 9. Also
representing the installation as junior advisors were Devan Holli-
day and Janay Taylor. 

School bus safety tips keep kids safe
With the start of area schools less

than two weeks away, it is important for
every one take a few minutes to review
school bus safety.

School buses are the safest way for
students to get to school. School buses
are nearly eight times safer than passen-
ger vehicles. But children must take
care when boarding or leaving the bus.
While an average of seven school-age
passengers are killed in school bus
crashes each year, 19 are killed getting
on and off the bus. 

Most of those killed are children, five
to seven years old. They are hit in the
danger zone around the bus either by a
passing vehicle or by the school bus
itself. It is illegal for a vehicle to pass a
bus with its red light flashing. 

The danger zone is the area on all
sides of the bus where children are in
the most danger of being hit. Children
should stay 10 feet away from the bus
(or as far away as they can) and never go
behind it. They should take five giant
steps in front of the bus before crossing,
so they can be seen by the driver.

Young children are most likely to be
hit because they: hurry to get on or off
the bus, act before they think and have
little experience with traffic, assume
motorists will see them and will wait for
them to cross, don’t always stay within
the bus driver’s sight, or drop some-
thing as they get off the bus and run into
the path of the bus to pick it up. 

Parents can help prevent such acci-
dents by teaching and reviewing these
tips on how to get on and off the bus
safely.  
�When getting on the bus, stay away

from the danger zone and wait for the
driver’s signal. Board the bus one at a
time. 
�When getting off the bus, look

before stepping off the bus to be sure no
cars are passing on the shoulder (side of
the road). Move away from the bus. 
�Before crossing the street, take five

“giant steps” out from the front of the
bus, or until the driver’s face can be
seen.Wait for the driver to signal that it’s
safe to cross. 
�Look left-right-left when coming

to the edge of the bus to make sure traf-
fic is stopped. Keep watching traffic
when crossing. 

Parents can help keep children safer
by supervising children to make sure
they get to the stop on time, wait far
away from the road, and avoid rough
play.  Adults should also teach your
child to ask the driver for help if he or

she drops something near the bus. If a
child bends down to pick up something,
the driver cannot see him/her and the
child may be hit by the bus. Have your
child use a backpack or book bag to
keep loose items together. 
�Make sure clothing and backpacks

have no loose drawstrings or long
straps, to get caught in the handrail or
bus door. 
�Encourage safe school bus loading

and unloading. 
� If you think a bus stop is in a dan-

gerous place, talk with your school
office or transportation director about

changing the location. 
Everyone should learn and follow

school bus stop laws. Laws exist to pro-
tect children getting on and off the bus
and protect from a tragedy occurring.
Check with your school or police
department for more information on
your state’s laws. Here are some rules: 
�Vehicles must stop when the bus

displays flashing red warning lights and
extends the stop signal arm. 
� may not pass until the flashing red

lights and signals are turned off. 
�Vehicles traveling in the same

direction as the bus are always required

to stop. In some states, vehicles moving
in the opposite direction on a divided
roadway are also required to stop.
Check the law in your state. 
�Never pass on the right side of the

bus, where children enter or exit. This is
illegal and can have tragic results. 

Violation of these laws can result in a
citation and fine. In many places, school
bus drivers can report passing vehicles.

For more information on school bus
safety, visit the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration website at
www.nhtsa.dot.gov or call the safety
hotline at 1-888-DASH-2-DOT.
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Dix tells Soldiers adieu, welcome home

Command Sgt. Maj. Steven Johnson and Capt. Cole
Calloway, HHC/425th Civil Affairs Bde. from Encino,
Calif., accept the brigade's Yellow Banner and Thank
You plaque during a welcome home ceremony held at
Timmermann Center Aug. 23.

Maj. Brian Horton and 1st Sgt. Patrick Maley of Alpha
Co., 425th Civil Affairs Co. from Encino, Calif., accept
the company's Yellow Banner and Welcome Home
plaque during a ceremony held at the Timmermann
Center Aug. 23.  

Lisa EvansLisa Evans

Soldiers of the 490th Civil Affairs Company, Detach-
ment 2, from Dallas, Texas, were welcomed home from
a mission in Iraq on Aug. 24 at Bravo Company. Dis-
playing the unit's Welcome Home plaque and Yellow
Banner are the commander and first sergeant, Lt. Col.
Earnest Lloyd and 1st Sgt. Paul Sanchez.

Maj. Jeffrey Pugh and 1st Sgt. Jon McGinnis, Alpha
Company,  490th Civil Affairs Bn., display the  Welcome
Home plaque presented to the unit Aug. 19. 

Maj. Derek Caston and 1st Sgt. Derek Calero, Bravo
Company,, 490th Civil Affairs Bn., accept a Welcome
Home plaque Aug. 19. The unit hails from Dallas,
Texas.

Lisa Evans
Wayne Cook

Lisa Evans

Second Lt. Joseph Flanders and Staff Sgt. William
Woodward, 387th Human Resource Company (Postal)
commander and acting first sergeant, fasten their Yel-
low Banner to the line at Infantry Park, Aug. 19. The
unit is from Bethany, Mo.

Ryan Morton
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Nine members of the military
representing the Army, Air
Force, Coast Guard and Navy
did their best to drive a golf ball
further than anyone else during
the Family, Morale, Welfare, and
Recreation (FMWR) Long Drive
Championship tour stop, at Fort
Dix’s Fountain Green Golf
Course, Sunday, Aug. 23. 

Rains delaying the Saturday
competition meant soggy ground
Sunday, so balls stopped where
they landed killing any hopes for
extra yardage. 

But these golf aficionados
managed some impressive shots
in their bid for an all-expense-
paid trip to Mesquite, Nev., Oct.
25 – 30. 

The winner of the final com-
petition held in Mesquite will
earn $10,000. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Nathan
S. Damon from Coast Guard Sta-

Long drivers tee off for big money
tion Kings Point, N.Y., won with
a drive 324 yards long. This is
the second year Damon has won
the competition at Fort Dix. This
second win earns him the right to
compete in the preliminary
round in Mesquite with airfare,
hotel, ground transportation,
meals and one round of golf
included. 

Coming in second, Cmdr.
Thomas McLemore, US Navy
Installation Command, drove his
ball 313 yards. He will receive a
$200 gift certificate. Spc.
Andrew Choe, Observer Con-
troller for the 2/309th, 72nd
Artillery Training Brigade, drove
his ball 290 yards for third place
and a $100 gift certificate.

Master Sgt. Kevin Zak (267
yards), Cpl. Fang Wang (280
yards), both of Fort Dix, and
Major Travis Sjostedt (285
yards), Master Sgt. Kraig Fergu-
son (278 yards) and Senior Air-
man Ryan Nobach (278 yards) of
McGuire Air Force Base also
competed.

photos by Lisa Evans
SWINGING THE LINKS -- From left, Nathan S. Damon, U.S. Coast Guard Petty Officer 1st Class, hits the win-
ning long drive during the Family, Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (FMWR) Long Drive Championship tour
stop, which travelled 324 yards, on Fort Dix’s Fountain Green Golf Course, Aug. 23. Damon will advance to com-
pete for $10,000 at the championship event, in Mesquite, Nev., Oct. 25-30. Commander Thomas McLemore, Navy
Installation Command, never takes his eyes off the ball as he hits a 313 yard drive, the second longest drive of
the competition. McLemore took home a $200 gift certificate for his efforts. Spc. Andrew Choe, Observer Con-
troller trainer with the 2/309th, 72nd Field Artillery Bde., pauses to watch his ball fly 290 yards, placing him third
and winning a $100 gift certificate.

Read
The Post!
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AnnouncementsAnnouncements
Chapel Services

Fort Dix
562-2020

 Sunday Services
Main Chapel

Traditional Protestant
9 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Catholic
10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Gospel
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday School
10 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Jewish Prayer Room
Room 27

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Chapel 5 
Bldg. 5950 Church St.

If Chapel is closed 
call 562-3311 

to schedule a time for prayer
Protestant, Catholic, 

Latter Day Saints
Sunday

7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Islamic Prayer Room 
Monday through Friday
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

COL - Chaplain’s tent
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

McGuire Chapel

754-4673
Chapel 1

Daily Catholic Mass 
Monday through Thursday 

11:35 a.m. 

Catholic Reconciliation
Saturdays 4 p.m. 

Catholic Mass 
Saturdays 5 p.m. 
Sundays 9 a.m. 

Protestant Gospel Service 
Sundays 11:15 a.m. 

Chapel 2
Protestant Contemporary

Service 
Sundays 9:45 a.m. 

ACS
562-2767

Bldg. 5201 Maryland Ave.

Calendar of Events
Tuesday, Aug. 25

English as a 2nd
Language (ESL) Class

6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
ACS

Wednesday, Aug. 26
Art Therapy

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

ACS

Thursday, Aug. 27
English as a 2nd

Language (ESL) Class
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

ACS

United Communities
Self Help Office 

Monday through Friday 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Closed Saturday and Sunday
724-0550

For information on events, con-
tact Amber Stadler at 723-4290.

Donations needed

A former resident has requested
donations of clothing and toys
for orphanages in Africa where
Americans are deployed. Infant
through teenager clothing is
needed. Please drop it by the
Leasing Office. All donations
will be sent from the office. For
more details, contact  723-4290.
Thank you for your support.

Show us your Green Thumb

Yard of the Month for Septem-
ber. Judging runs  Wednesday,
Sept. 9 to Wednesday, Sept. 16.
Pictures and awards given on
Thursday, Sept. 24. 

Pool Happenings 

Stay cool at the pool

United Communities Olympics
Sunday, Aug. 30 -1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
There will be activities in all 3
pools: races, relays, games, and
contests for all ages. Prizes and
ribbons will be awarded to win-
ners.  Sodas, water, snacks, and
water ice will be available all
afternoon. 

Tuesday, Sept. 1
Rockin’ Raft Night @ the Pool
(Ages 12-18) from 5 p.m. to
10:30 p.m.  Movie is “Behind
Enemy Lines.”

Thursday, Sept. 3
Family Night at the Pool 
Everyone is welcome. Hamburg-
er cookout.

The McGuire pool will be clos-
ing for the 2009 season on 
Monday, Sept. 7 

All events are weather permit-
ting.

FMWR presents
CLUB DIX

723-3272
Club Dix Hours of Operation

Java Café
Monday through Friday

7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Smokehouse Restaurant 

Lunch Served
Tuesday through Friday 

11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday through Monday

Closed 

Blue Room
Wednesday

5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday

6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Sunday through Tuesday
Closed

Computer Lab
Monday and Tuesday

7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday through Friday

7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Saturday

Noon to 10 p.m.
Sunday

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Equipment 
Resource Center
Hours of operation

Monday through Thursday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Call 562-4767 for details

John Mann 
Recreation Park
Hours of operation

Wednesday through Thursday
1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Friday through Sunday
1 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Paintball at Range 14
Hours of operation

Saturday and Sunday
9 a.m. to noon and 

1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Call 562-4767 for details

Arts & Crafts Center
562-5691
Bldg. 6039 

Philadelphia Street
Registration hours: 

Tuesday - 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday

Noon to 5 p.m. and 
6 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.

Friday - 11 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Saturday - 9 a.m. to  4:45 p.m. 

Adult Pottery Class
Beginning wheel throwing tech-
niques and basic hand-building
skills such as pinching, coiling
and slab construction are taught.
Glazes and firing are provided.
Open to beginners through inter-
mediate.
Pre-registration required.  
Sept. 9 to Oct. 14 (6 week
course) held Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. to 9 p.m. $60 registration
fee plus materials.

Tween and Kids Pottery
Classes
Sept. 12 - 19, 26, and Oct. 3 
Ages 6-9 - 10:30 a.m. to noon  
Ages 10-13 - 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Both classes cover hand-build-
ing as well as basic wheel
throwing skills. Students will be
shown basic techniques that will
lead to their own creative solu-
tions. Clay, glazes and firings
are provided. Pre-registration
required. $30 registration fee.

Quilts for Kids 
Sept. 12  - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come join in to make quilts for
kids in long term healthcare,
safe houses, children of
deployed Soldiers and for
Wounded Warriors.  Learn
everything you need to know for
these simple but beautiful quilts.
Gifting a quilt is like giving a
hug. Bring your lunch and stay
all day. 

Religious Activities

McGuire Chapels

Protestant Women 
of the Church 
Thursdays 9 a.m.
(Wee Church Provided)

Catholic Women of the Church
Fridays 9 a.m.

Joint Base Protestant 
Chapel Night
AWANA Clubs
Wednesdays 6 p.m.

Fort Dix Chapels
Protestant Men 
of the Chapel
Prayer Breakfast
Fourth Saturday of each month
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel 
Tuesdays 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
at the Fort Dix Main Chapel 
and the fourth Tuesday at 
Buttonwood Hospital.

Gospel Choir Concert
Saturday, Sept. 12 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Fort Dix Main Chapel
Featuring Michelle Bobien and
God’s Gems; Mt. Olive House
of Prayer  Worship and Dance
Teams;  Fort Dix Gospel Choir.
Refreshments in the fellowship
hall following the concert.

Welcome Tea Party
Women of the Chapel
Sept. 15 - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Fort Dix Chapel main fellow-
ship hall. All are welcome.

Griffith Field House
562-4888

Bldg. 6053 
Combat Fitness Challenge

Military Only
Monday and Wednesday

6:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m.
Monday

Mind & Body Yoga
Noon to 1 p.m.

Total Toning
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

Gut Buster!
6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Tuesday

Retirees in Motion
9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Cardio Dance
Noon to 1 p.m.

Pilates Fusion
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

Spin It!
6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday

Cardio Kickboxing
Noon to 1 p.m.

Mind & Body Yoga
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

Circuit Training
6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Thursday

Hi-Lo Step and Sculpt
Noon to 1 p.m.

Zumba
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

Friday

Spin-It!
Noon to 1 p.m.

Fort Dix Thrift Shop
5105 Pennsylvania Ave.

723-2683
Closed Labor Day Weekend

Summer clothes bargain:
$2 per grocery bag stuffed with
summer clothing. Stuff your
own bag with a large variety to
choose from.
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